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I  ^Dissertation  on  the  nenv  Me¬ 
thod  of  teachin^l^HGh\%H.  [P.  7I-] 

[3UT,  as  this  fyftem  of  primary  ecUica- 
LJ  tion  iLcludes  in  it  the  various  nice- 
•ci  on  the  pronunciation  and  urthv^gra- 
iliy  of  the  l.iiiguage;  fo  the  teacl>ing  of 
t  dexteroully  is  attended  with  much 
nure  labour  to  the  niafter  than  the  or- 
linary  way  pradifed  upon  the  other 
polling-books.  All  the  inftrudions 
null  here  be  imparted  by  word  of 
nouth,  and  thefe  repeated  again  and 
gain,  until  they  lhall  be  deeply  rooted 
n  the  child’s  memory. 

1  Without  copious  tables  for  exemplifi- 
atioii  it  could  be  no  book.  The  in- 
rudions  would  be  of  no  avail.  With- 
ut  precept,  thefe  tables  are,  to  the  lear- 
er,  incomprehenlible.  Both,  thereh're, 
;|nuft  go  hand  in  hand :  if  the  one  is  ne- 
lei^lcd,  the  fcholar,  in  endeavouiing  ti) 
et  through  the  other,  will  find  himleif 
ewildered  in  an  inextricable  labyrinth. 

Ifhe  fa^t  is,  that  the  toil  which  the  ma¬ 
ter  and  fcholar  thus  undergo,  may  be  a- 
cribed,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  the  un- 
>ardonablc  obfeurity  in  which  the  fub- 
eft  is  involved.  The  prefent  condition 
>t  it  requires  an  elucidation  and  amend- 
tient  in  feveral  places.  Every  human 
irt  or  fcience,  fmall  as  w’ell  as  great,  may 
idvance,  by  llovv  fteps,  towards  perfec- 
hin,  without  a  pofTibility  of  its  ever  ar- 
iving  at  the  point  to  which  it  tends.  A 
udicious  hand  could  eafily  rellore  this 
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fyftera  to  that  degree  of  perfpiciilty  and 
fimplicity  which  a  grammatical  rcduc- 
lioii  of  the  Englilh  binguage  naturally 
admits  ('f;  render  the  teaching  of  it  nof 
foilifllcuic  a  m. liter,  an. 1  the  lea<  not 
lo  iiki'Miic  a  talk.  Ai»d  who  k^o^vs  but 
,that  fome  fiinher  difeoveries  may  have 
been  made  lince  the  laft  pubiicHtioi*  ? 

Quintilian,  in  the  Tei^tence  prefixed  to 
this  difeourfe,  fays,  that  an  inquiry  into 
the  principlco  of  grammar,  thimgh  over¬ 
looked  by  fcverals,  is  far  from  bt  ing  a 
defpieable  ftudy ;  that  many  nice  difqui- 
litions  will  occHr  to  ihofe  who  enter 
deeply  into  the  fccret,  which  not  only- 
may  ferve  lo  fet  an  tdge  upon  the  under- 
ftanding  of  youth,  but  alfo  exercile  the 
ikid  .>f*the  learned. 

Having  cxar!'’r:ed  the  rvincip^’es  of  the 
new  raetli.d,  ;uu’  iliewn  wherein  it  dif¬ 
fer,  in  in  ,iil  tile  former  \;ays  of  teai-lw 
ing  Englifit ;  it  now  renuniu  to  animad¬ 
vert  a  little  on  the  luppo^ed  changes 
made  on  the  found-  oi  the  Inters,  and 
of  the  diffcient  manner  in  w'hich  fyilabi- 
zing  is  to  be  C(‘nridered,  in  conformity  to 
the  general  tenor  of  the  fyfiem  ;  innova¬ 
tions  that  the  ctitics  look  upon  as  mere 
fooleries ;  but,  in  reality,  they  are  fo  many 
excellencies,  as  they  evidently  difeover 
the  ingenuity  of  the  projedtors. 

It  is  certain.”  fays  an  author,  “that 
‘  the  learner  finds  no  great  difficulty  in 
‘  learning  the  letters  themfelves;  but 
‘  the  hardeft  labour  and  pains  they  go 
‘  through  is  in  joining  the  letters  toge* 
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‘  iher  in  fyllables  * ;  for  every  letter  br.s 
‘  its  peculiar  name,  which  is  pronounced 
‘  diftercntly  by  itfelf  troin  what  it  is  in 
‘  conjuiii^tion  with  other  letters f.  For 
‘  example,  if  you  teach  a  child  to  pro- 
‘  nounce  Jry  in  a  fyllable,  you  firft  make 
‘  him  pronounce  er,  v»  which  muft 
‘  perfe(ftly  confound  him  when  he  comes 
*■  to  join  thefe  three  founds  together, 

‘  out  of  them  to  form  the  fyllable  /o’*” 

The  fame  remark  h  made  by  another 
gentleman.  “  The  nfual  way  of  teach- 
‘  ing  to  fpell,  is  to  difmember  every  fyl- 
‘  lable  of  more  than  one  letter  into  ma- 
‘  ny  fyllahles  (that  is  in  order  to  know' 

‘  the  word;,  by  expreffing  every  letter 
‘  apart  and  fyllabically ;  and  the  conb)- 
^  nants  with  fuch  a  vowel  a^’  they  are  or- 
‘  dinarily  named  with,  and  then  reqni- 
‘  ring  them  to  join  aii  thelc  into  one 
‘  word. 

Ihit  how  prepofterons  this  matter  is, 

«  one  inftance  for  all  will  manTfeft. 

‘  Suppofe  the  monofyllable  brci?id  to  be 

*  fpHled,  they  will  teach  them  thus  to 
‘  difmeml^er  it,  hee  er  a  cn  dee^  and 
‘  and  then  require  them  to  join  thefe  in- 
‘  to  t)nc  fyllable,  which  it  is  itupofTihle 

*  for  them  to  do;  and  tlicy  muft  exprefs 
‘  this  one  fvUable  by  five  fyllahles,  which 
‘  was  not  defigned ;  whereas  they  (hould 
‘  teach  tin  m  to  exprefs  every  fyllable  in- 

tire,  at  firft  fight,  without  difincmber- 

ingitj.” 

Here  we  have  the  common  way  of 
teaching  fairly  reprefented,  and  as  jiiftly 
accufed.  Notwithftanding  that  thefe  re¬ 
marks  are  of  a  hundred  years  Handing, 
for  ought  we  know,  it  is  only  within  the 
fifth  part  of  that  time  that  any  reforma¬ 
tion  hath  been  attempted  by  the  help  of 
the  old  fptiling-hooks ;  and  theVe  are 
'I  only  two  books  extant.  Warden’s  and 
Drummond’s,  according  to  the  defign  of 
which  the  ordinary  way  of  procedure 
above-mentioned  is  inti  rely  abolifticd. 

.  Jhit  let  us  confider  how,  and  by  what 
device  an  improvement  of  this  kind  can 
be  brought  about.  With  the  leaching 

*  Every  teacher  nvill  uvdouhtedly 
agree  to  the  truth  cf  this  affertior?, 

f  The  prcnouiicifig  of  the  fyllahles 
is  indeed  a  lahsur  ^ivhich  ?nany  take  a 
hug  time  to  fiirynonnt :  and  to  many 
it  proves  the  afs's  bridge^  ^eohich  they 
never  pafs. 

. .  :{:  See  notes  upon  Brigktland-s 
Grammar*  P.  57.  Edit*  1714. 


of  the  letters  it  behoves  to  he«>in. 
the  authvu-  lays,  that  the  fchohr 
pronounce  every  fyllable  intire  a;  li 
fight,  wiihoiit  diunemliering  ii. 
according  to  this  propoliiion,  he  iVu 
found  three  or  more  letters,  when  enur 
ing  upon  the  monofyllables,  in  llic  Ui.’ 
fpace  of  time  he  ibwnded  one, 
learning  his  alphabet.  Bat  how  is  tV 
to  be  done?  For  every  letter  mull  ij| 
touched  upon,  and  time  kept:  if  p 
found  them  long  by  t!ie  alpliabctieil 
name,  he  falls  into  tlie  okl ’oeaten  path- 
or  lhall  he  give  thein  ditre»'e:C 
the  critics  alledge?  This  mi.ft 
done.  The  only  contriv’anee  to  fc 
tnoiight  of,  therebire,  \s  to  albicvi::! 
the  long  found  Or  name  of  the  lePcr; 
if  you  do  fo,  how  can  tlie  ihor^elt  o  f. 
lible  audible  founc  of  h  be  exnrcift':  r 
writing  bin  ’oy  ib,  and  tlie  olher  Irtp,, 
in  the  word,  fpecified  after  the  fair.c 
manner,  ir  a  in  id,  accoulir.g to  tht (Af¬ 
ferent  pofitions  of  tlie  organs  Ihcu':;. 
Yet  this  is  not  doing  jufiiee  to.lhecai::; 
for  the  letters  may  be  pronomtetd  lii'jr- 
ter  than  what  can  he  denoted  is  vri* 
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lint  it  is  furprifing  how  inconfidur.n-,;, 
men,  who  iboidd  know  better,  ipc-ikc 
the  founds  of  the  letters.  “  I'heie  h  ; 
‘  great  difference,”  fays  one,  l>(:n*,l\: 
‘  the  names  and  powers  of  the 
which  would  make  ignorant  people  U 
lieve  that  .V,  B,  (\  in  the  a’plKihoIcn' 
table,  and  the  fame  letters  in  iigiiiiic?:;’ 
combinations,  were  two  diltinit  tliir;': 
and  Mr  Plain  is  much  of  the  liuMca-I- 
nion ;  he  fays,  ‘‘  that  nimoft  all  tk: 
‘  pretended  iinprovcn  eiits,  in  tlic  ikv 
‘  method,  confifted  in  makiiig  thudi’- 
‘  dren  pronounce  the  letters  in  a 
‘  different  from  what  had  hc'  n  formtr' 
‘  done,  and  in  giving  the  words  foiiiK- 
‘  difterent  from  what  their  parents  ukd.l 
To  give  the  letters  new  founds  ven!. 
bring  on  uecefiarily  a  new  proiiunciali^-- 
and  this,  of  confcquence,  a  new  i'peec' 
Ibit,  as  the  afTertion  is  wrong,  fo  is  tit 
conclufion ;  for  the  feholars  do  rKi:'i- 
found  the  letters,  nor  pronouiicu  ft 
words, otherways  than  polite  pareiii'-h 
The  founds  cf  the  letters  arc  the  1-'* 
in  all  languages.  B  is  B  inGra^  '' 
well  as  in  Englifh  :  its  found  nuifr  ir-'’- 
riably  remain  the  fame  in  the  iicw.p.'- 
old  mode  of  teaching;  Init  tif>'»  i’"'* 
may  be  prolonged  or  contraiAted  at  p’o 
furc.  For  example,  put  B  in  ita 
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via'  in  the  mulkal  fcalc^,  the  found  of 
,f  ‘.s  a  Kmii)rcvr  O  ii  tl.c  lougch:  hippo- 
n'i,]  muiic.  If  you  divide  it  by  tlie 
bkraCtcriJtic.?!  figns,  two  luuuds  mutt 
W  iv.i.ttv'd  in  the  time  of  the  one  long 
fraiivi.  it  into  tour  ()r  ciglit  parts,  tlteii 
l?.n  equal  number  of  founds,  without 
kr.jnfucfruig  tile  limited  fpace  of  time  in 
the  ien'*.ii>ieve ;  aiul  iv»  on  to  the  two 
fci.iMhirtieth  hibdivifton  of  time:  Yet 
none  wid  fty  that  the  found  is  in  the 
je.irt  ciiried  up  or  down,  but  only  con- 
ti  ideil.  The  fame  ride  holds  in  learn¬ 
ing  the  letters;  fi>r,  in  dillinguitinng 
tlicm  by  name,  we  txpreiii  them  by  the 
loiiir  faind.  In  the  combinations  of 
them  into  v/ords,  \ve  mull  of  neccility 
eontrad,  not  vary  lliis  found.  The  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  flii  vr  to  the  long  fuiiiul  is 
rieady  the  fame  that  the  quaver  bears  to 
the  f'inibreve,  or  as  8  is  to  i. 

This  is  a  fort  of  coruTum  time,  that 
^  hwuls  only  in  folcmn  difeourfe?,  and  in 
pt'etry;  for,  in  fongs,  and  the  lef- 
hVr  !ort  of  verfe,  the  words  are  prououn- 
|u'J.  quicker,  and  the  reading  keeps  a 
I  pace  with  tlie  trcbli’  time  In  mufic.  The 
!!•  nth  th.at  letters  ami  mulic  are  fo 
; marly  ilhed  in  their  nature  and  applica.- 
itl-m.  that  :he  inftrudions  rcouilite  for 
Ic  imprf 'M  ivhng  the  one,  mult  allb  be 
ftill(>v\(\:  :n  underilanding  the  other. 
Letter.,  are  the  ligns  of  founds,  but  not 
the  Inuuils  ihemfelves,  no  more  than  the 
chaiaders  are  the  mufic,  but  only  re¬ 
presentative  of  it.  Both  are  calculated 
to  (l:f;)!ay  the  emotions  of  the  human 
heait,  to  a,Tord  the  molt  delightful  en¬ 
tertainment  to  the  mind :  letters,  accor¬ 
ds,:  to  their  combinations  inarticulate 
ir.h  ll.gent  founds;  midical  cliaraders,  ac- 
ce  rdiug  to  their  tonally  irilinite  variations 
r.r.cl  minute  lubdivilions  in  unintelligent, 
but  melodious,  ravilhing  founds.  Up(m 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Icale,  or 
nril  elements,  depends  tlie  progrtfs  and 
ratine  faill  (<f  ihe  practitioner  in  vocal 
I'he  found  reprei’ented  by  each 
character  he  muit  iuHly  txprels  accor¬ 
ding  to  its  various  bilulivifr  ns,  undcr- 
handtjje  time,  rcmaik  tlie  tones  and  I'e- 
uiHones,  with  fevcral  other  particulars, 
-  J  wnich  he  iliould  be  well  vcrled  before 
-e  piccttds  to  harmonious  conapclitionr.. 
Alter  ihc  lame  manner,  on  a  pirfctll 

^  ^  autjyor  places  here  a  7rtvficcA 
^.vhich  he  ought  to  have  got  c::~ 

tejorc  he  J'er.t  his  diijeriatloii 
toe  prrfj,  K 
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knowledge  of  the  letters  lies  the  found.r- 
tion  of  all  good  reading.  The  fcholar 
niiift  know  the  various  founds  and  pro¬ 
perties  of  thefe;  he  Ibonld  be  taught  to 
name  them,  not  <  nly  by  the  bmg  f(M»nd, 
but  to  iubdivule  this  feund  ir.to  its  lealt 
divnible  part,  wliieh  at  Inft  uillUnni- 
nate  in  wliat  is  called  the  ponxer  of  the 
letter  f. 

As  to  the  feholar's  jvronounclng  tin* 
words  in  a  different  way  frotn  wh.at 
Ibme  parents  do,  if  the  reader  will  allow 
Ua,  wc  may  .‘ccount  f(*r  it  by  continuing 
the  l.nioe  alluhon,  th.at  a  pcrlbn  who  is 
taught  vocal  mufic,  fings  a  j)icce  of  mu  - 
■fic  \v:th  a  very  different  grace  and  air 
fioni  what  oi.e  who  ha^  a  good  car  nnrl 
voice,  but  never  was  tangl.t,  fings  ll;c 
fame  compofitiou  :  we  will  fiiy  that  luah 
do  well ;  hut  wc  find  the  cue  politlied, 
the  other  rough.. 

The  meanen;  mechanic  would  be  iull- 
ly  offended,  Ihould  you  tell  him,  that 
every  lu dy  knew  his  art  as  well  as  him- 
lelf.  Were  this  the  caff,  it  wcaild  ccafc 
from  being  an  art.  Notliing  in  Mr 
Plain’s  letter  is  fo  erroneous  as  his  ge¬ 
neral  concliifions.  “  Every  perffn  of 
‘  ordinary  parts,  INIr  Printer,  knows  this 
‘  t»r  that;  and  every  one  knows  that  the 
‘  vowels,  when  in  different  fituaticus, 

‘  have  different  founds.”  Eveiy  one 
doe.s  not  know  this;  and  how  can  wc 
blame  them  when  Mr  Plain  himff  lf  ne¬ 
ver  advert,  d  that  /  founds  tyc  in  Jluy 
and  that  this  found  generally  obtains 
•when  but  one  confonant  intervenes  be¬ 
twixt  it  and  filent  e  ? 

In  teacliing  children  the  alphabet,  we 
ought  to  confider  how  the  letters  Ihould 
be  named,  not  how  they  are  commonly 
fo.  The  rofult  of  this  deliberation  will 
be,  that  the  mere  frequently  occurring 
found  is  to  be  preferred  to  liie  more  Itl- 
dom  occurring  one.  d  he  lound  of  a  in 
carCy  angely  ail.  obtains  ottener  tbaii 
the  broad  found  of  it  in  talicr^  or  the 
l*ri>ad  found  in  tall.  With  gui.d  lea- 
fon,  therefore,  chd  Ike  [  roniolcio  cf  the 

■j*  It  is  ‘>*iore  frovi  cujloiii  tha?:  choice 
that  nve  have  ujed  iH^  ter?;:  ail  alcag. 
It  favours  too  luuci}  of  pcuaiiiry,  ft 
nvonld  iunncaiattiy  excite  our  laugh¬ 
ter  to  hear  tie  Viufcian  injorm  hiv 
fcholar Sy  that  B  quaver  is  the  pmer  f 

1>  r'driiin  or  jetnihreve, - G  ranraiar 

Jtaiidi  in  need  of  no  borronved  terms  : 
let  thlsy  tterejorcy  be  fent  back  to  its 
§fivn  count ry.^  the  region  oj  /llgcbra. 
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rew  method  deviate  from  common  cuf- 
tom,  iu  afccriaining  the  founds  of  the 
Towels,  and  followed  the  pradice  of  the 
inoft  polite  fpeakers,  the  rule^  of  gram¬ 
mar,  and  the  rhimes  of  our  jultell  verfi- 
fiers,  as  they  are  exprefled  in  the  writ¬ 
ten  language. 

X  The  ha»d  found  of  r,  as  in  care,  oc¬ 
curs  ottener  than  the  foft  found  of  it,  as 
of  y'in  cellar.  With  propriety,  there¬ 
fore,  they  call  that  the  primary,  this  the 
fecof)dary  found:  but  the  critics  fay, 
that,  according  to  this  way  of  pronoun¬ 
cing  it,  (he  found  of  it  is  confounded 
with  that  of  k.  This  objedion  is  equal" 
ly,  if  not  more  applicable  to  the  former' 
way  of  pronouncing  it;  for,  as  it  is  fre¬ 
quently  unifon  with  f,  the  one  is  fome- 
timcc  improperly  uled  for  the  other;  to 
whicii  the  writings  of  the  learned  bear 
ieftimony,  as  fence  for  fenfe,  recom¬ 
mence  for  recompenfe,J'uJpence  for  fuf- 
penfe,  and  levcral  others;  hut  it  feldoin 
or  never  happens  to  be  milufed  for  k,  uw- 
Jefs  among  the  grofsiy  illiieratp.  Tbat 
the  hard  found  is  the  genuine  and 
arUieiU,  cannot  be  denied.  The  Grrtks 
bad  no  lucii.ic'.ter,  becaufe  k  fupphed  its 
place.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Romans 
expelled  the  letter  k  from  their  alphabet, 
and  luljftiiiUed  c  in  its.  place.  If  they 
iifcd  it,  a  great  grammarian,  in  f -me 
Words,  as  kaianax,  korthago,  it  was 
more  from  fu  per  flu  ity  than  i>ra:'y  real 
iteed  they  had  of  it.  ISicn  tam  ob  ufujn 
ejuam  oh  lux  It?}?  tifurpatur.  Nay,  the 
Romans  never  pronounced  the  c  nr  t 
loft  as  we  do  in  any  poiition  but  pro¬ 
nounced  them  always  hard. 

.  Tne  hard  found  of  g-,  as  in  go,  is, 
vrithout  controvert,  the  mofl:  frequent ; 
and  it  Ihould  therefore  go  under  that 


name  while  the  fchqlar  is  learning  u 
read.  *’  ' 

We  fhould  have  taken  notice,  \^her 
fpeaking  of  the  vowels,  that  the  found 
y  in  Jky,  by,  is  the  general  one  that  ob. 
tains  among  the  EnglHh  and  Scots,  fo 
this  the  rhimes  of  MefTrs  Drydeii, 
and  Addifon  agree:  Three  pr>ets,  tne 
fmoothnefs  of  whofe  numbers,  and  the 
delicacy  of  whofe  - ears,  none  will  dif. 
pute. 

Ph,  th,  ch,  ft),  afpirates  (the  fame  in 
Engiilh  that  ©  m  x  are  in  Greek).  The 
inventors  of  the  new  method  havefuh.  I 
joined  tiiefe  to  the  alpiiabetical  lift,  Iq  I 
order  to  be  taught  with  the  other  letters*  | 
for  indeed  they  are  but  Ample  founds  re- 
prefented  by  double  eharadters.  Hut 
fome  fay  lliat  thefe  Ihould  be  pronoun- 
cedasdiftindt  letters.  I.et  us  therefure 
comply, and  reduce  ihcfe  to  their  finiph 
tl.ii:,,  n,  or  /,  h.  Here  wc  have  two 
dliTerc’it  founds ;  and  the  one  tfiry 
in  compefluon  is  totally  vanilhed.  Theic 
double  charaiffers  are  indivilible  in  fpd- 
ling  as  well  as  in  found ;  yet  you  teach i 
fcholar  to  fay  p,  h,  occ. ;  and  when  k 
begins  to  read,  yon  contradid  yourfd.l 
and  confound  him  by  pronouncing  /. 

'  By  fpeliing  according  to  the  old  and 
new  way  of  te.iching,  we  mean  and  prac- 
tife  two  diftindt  things.  According  to 
the  old  way,  the  fcholar  named  eve^ 
letter  feparatcly  before  they  could  pro¬ 
nounce  the  word,  which  was  called  I'pel* 
ling;  but  the  incongruity  of  tiiis  method 
hath  been  already  demonflrated.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  new,  he  can  pronoiiuc; 
any  word  without  difmemberiug  it.  The 
fpeliing,  therefore,  .becomes  a  lecond 
part  of  his  fcholallic  cxeicifes,  where  iie 
is  obliged,  wiihout  book,  to  exprcls  any 


X  It  is  ivorth  ohfervirtg,  that  the 
oniites,  B,  C,  D,*  G,  I,  K,  P,  Q^T.  are 
the  only  letters  r.vh:ch  have  utjJergone 
any  alteration  in  their  alphabetical 
names,  .  'Thsfemi-vo^vels,  Y,  H,  L,  M, 
N,S,  R,X,  Z,  retnain  thefa?7ie,  becaitfd 
they  begin  *with  a  vo^vel,  thus  ef,  el; 
and  that,  accer  ding  to  the  ttenv^vay, 
the  n'utes  are  tnade  feoni-vo^vels  alfo, 
thus  ib  or  eb. 

.  Nec  allter  pronunciahatit  c  in 
dicis  <7  C\\cci^,  ' quatn  dn  dico  dicam, 
t?e<'  aiiier  t  in  arlium  qita?n  in  arti. — 
^LtX  a  multis  retro ^fcculis  cbfurdue- 
runt  a 'ires  noftra,  ad  genuinatn  pro- 
T.unciationem, 

j  .  Annot.  in  Gram.  Vclui.  Ortho, 


word  by  its  proper  letters  from  ariy  part 
of  the  lefTon  propounded  to  him  for  tint 
purpofe;  to  give  rules  at  the  fame  time 
for  the  divifion  of  fyllables,  and  lealbns 
why  the  letters  vary  their  founds  when 
in  difterent  pofltioiis.  In  a  word,  it  is 
the  fame  in  the  Engliih  fehot)!  that  analy¬ 
zing  is  in  the  Latin.  By  thcle  precau¬ 
tions,  one  is  apt  to  think  that  the  Icho- 
lar  is  in  little  danger  of  applying  by  mif- 
t.ike  k  for  c,  as  in  cefs,  or  c  inftead  of 
as  in  keel;  and,  to  remove  any  objec¬ 
tions  that  may  arife  againft  the  feheme 
on  this  head,  it  were  to  be  wiflied  that 
Riafters,  when  their  fcholars  arc  advan¬ 
ced  to  the  fpeliing  exercifes,  would  caiiie 
tlitm  to  found  the  letters  by  their  ordi¬ 
nary  names :  there  is  a  ncceffity  for  this; 
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ind  although  the  organs  of  fpeech  can, 
with  the  greater  aptitude,  exprefs  the 

letters  by  the  ih..rt  (outid.when  the  child' 

i*;  learning  the  pronunciation,  yet  it  is 
far  othervvays  in  the  fyllabing  part. 

Tlieieare  all  the  obfervation^  which 
have  occurred  tt)  us  upon  the  new  me- 
thi-tl.  Tiie  fyftera  itfeif  is  founded  upon 
nature  and  reafon,  as  was  faid  before, 
yerin  the  execution  fome  abiifes  may 
have  crept  m:  for,  by  endeavouring  to 
perform  well,  it  often  happens  that  the 
matter  may  be  overdone :  and  although 
grammar  is  the  fame  in  Scotland  that  it 
is  England,  yet  the  pronunciation  is  not 
fo;  which  leads  us  to  think  that  Mr 
yiains  reprehenfion  of  the  refined  Eng- 
liih  pronunciation  which  the  fcholar  fo 
iftuclioully  atfedfed,  is  certainly  very  juft. 
We  ihall  repeat  the  woids  of  his  own 
example;  “  in  this  place  it  is  almoft  ini- 
ptlfible  to  avoid  ^running  into  fome  one 
kind  of  extravagance  or  other;  which 
the  boy  or  girl  reads  after  this  manner; 
“  ten  thecs  place  eet  ees  almoft  eempof- 
iblc  to  avoid  runneeng  eento  fome  one 
and  of  ecxtravagance  or  other.” 

This  is  not  the  thing.  It  is  the  fame’ 
in  reading  tharthe 

Purpureus  late  qui fplendeat  unus  et 

alter 

JJfuitur  p  annus* 

[)f  Horace  is  in  writing,  two  or  three  un- 
:ommon  founds  among  five  hundred  or- 
lin  iryoncs.  In  our  beft  imitations  of 
his  mode  of  utterance  we  difeover  an 
lukwardnefs,  and,  which  is  worfe,  a 
meannefs  of  fpirit,  a  pedantic  vanity 
phichwill  immediately  expofe  us  to  the 
:ontcmpt  of  every  polite  Englilhraan. 

The  confufion  of  languages  over  all 
he  earth  is  not  more  rcnaarkable  than 
he  d'tferent  dialedts  are  of  the  fame  lan¬ 
guage  in  the  fame  country.  Neither  a 
requency  of  communication  betwixt  the 
People  of  different  provinces,  nor  the 
>i  opagation  of  learning,  nor  time  itfeif, 
iath  been  able  to  bring  about  an  uni- 
oriniiy  in  this  relpedt.  Two  centuries 
ire  nearly  clapfed  (ince  the  union  of  the 
irowns  of  England  and  Scotland ;  and 
>ne  century,  bating  thirty  or  fome  more 
^ears,  fincc  the  union  of  the  twoking- 
loms;  and  notwithftanding  the  daily 
ntercourfe  between  the  two  people,  that 
he  fame  language,  the  fame  books  arc 
jommon  to  both,  yet  there  is  a  fenfible 
hnercnce  in  their  pronunciation;  nay, 
'  carries  itfeif  to  the  more  ordinary 


pieces  of  writing  which  sve  compofed  by 
perfons  of  each  country.  Such  a  diiTi- 
militude  of  accents  is  not  fo  great  as  it 
was  formerly,  and  a  long  ferious  of  years 
may  make  it  lefs.  But  nature  will  not 
be  pulhed  on  precipitately  by  art. — 
Grammatical  rules  may  be  of  fome  life! 
in  the  fchooi,  but  they  loie  their  force 
upon  the  Itreet.  To  blame  the  teachers 
altogether  for  this  vain  attempt  would 
be  unfair;  for  what  aggravates  thejeft 
i?-,  that  the  man  who  avr'uld  teach  his 
fcholars  other  ways,  would  be  thought 
very  unfit  fv>r  his  bufinefs;  they  mult 
therefore  yield  to  that  irreliftible  torrent 
cuftom. 

But  if  Ihcfe  gentlemen  teach  their 
fcholars  how  to  read-with  an  emphafis,  as 
our  critic  alledges,  they  certainly  create 
to  themfelves  a  deal  of  needlefs  laboiu*. 
Nay,  they  fiiould  abfoliitely  be  forbidden: 
had  we  room  and  time,  the  dangerous 
confeqwences  of  fuch  ways  might  be 
ftiown. 

Children  nnifl:  arrive  at  years  of  dif- 
cretion  before  they  can  even  be  inftrud- 
cd  in  this  nice  and  difficult  point  of  the 
oratorial  art.  And  none  but  fuch  as  arc 
poffefted  of  a  good  fiock  of  judgment,  of 
learning  and  tafte,  can  in  any  period  of 
their  life  perceive  the  beauty  of  the  em¬ 
phafis. 

To  the  Publisher  cf  the  Weekly 
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S  I  R, 

IT  is  matter  of  much  furprife,  that  a- 
mong  all  ranks  of  people,  even  thofe 
of  good  education,  a  rooted  prejudice  in 
favours  of  the  particular  dialed  of  their 
own  country,  and  even  parilh,  cxifis  to 
a  degree  that  blinds  them  to  the  gtoiTcft 
abfurdities  in  their  own,  and  make?  them 
condemn  that  of  all  dllVenters  ns  ridicu¬ 
lous  and  improper.  This  prcjndice  has 
ievcral  inconvenient  tendencies;  it  Icf- 
fens  a  ftranger  in  our  opinion  merely  on 
account  of  his  accent,  as  it  is  vulgarly 
termed;  let  his  behaviour  he  ever  fo  un¬ 
exceptionable,  and  his  parts  conlidcrablc, 
when  his  pronunciation  agrees  not  with 
ours  (as  faulty  perhaps),  inftcad  of  at¬ 
tending  to  his  fentiment,  \vc  i!l-ir.inner- 
edlyfneer  at  the  uncouthnefsof  his  founds. 
Sometime:^  it  produces  a  competition  and 
warm  debate,  on  which  occadions  dog¬ 
matical  aftertions  only  take  place  on 
both  fides;  ill  blood  isralfcd.  and  a  con¬ 
vert  is  feldcm  made  by  either  party. 
But  notwithftanding  its  general  bad  cf■^ 


